
       

Lewiston Companies Strive for Energy Efficiency
Geiger Sets a High Standard

Augusta, Maine (May 17, 2007) Energy use and conservation are issues that every business must
think about now that global warming has become an everyday concern. A competitive business
economy is another reason companies need to do everything they can to keep energy costs down.

Geiger of Lewiston, one of the largest promotional products companies in the country, has made
huge strides to become more energy efficient. Geiger’s efforts will reduce the company’s
electricity usage by 580,000 kilowatt hours annually, saving the company an estimated $87,000
each year.

The energy projects, which include 1,300 new lights and a new air compressor, have been
completed in partnership with Efficiency Maine, a program of the Maine Public Utilities
Commission (PUC), and contributed to a savings of more than 8,000 gallons of heating oil last
winter.

Geiger’s energy improvements will also keep 377 tons of greenhouse gases out of the
air, the equivalent of taking 74 cars off the road. Carbon dioxide and other greenhouse gases are
released into the atmosphere when power plants generate electricity, contributing to global
warming.
 
This week, PUC Commissioner Sharon Reishus presented Geiger with a rebate check of more
than $6,750 from Efficiency Maine in addition to  $41,000 already received from the state
program. Maine companies of all sizes can apply for similar cash incentives for certain energy
efficient equipment, which help defray project costs and reduce the payback period for the
investments in energy efficiency.

“We are saving money and improving the environment while continuing to grow the company,”
said Raymond Bergeron, Facilities and Engineering Manager, who added the company is striving
to be green in all aspects of manufacturing, from soy-based inks to waste reduction.

White Rock Distilleries of Lewiston has also taken steps to lower its use of electricity in
partnership with Efficiency Maine. New warehouse lighting will save the company
approximately $5,000 annually and help avert the production of 22 tons of greenhouse gases.
White Rock is also planning future projects, including lighting updates in their bottling facility.
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“Over 1,000 Maine businesses have taken advantage of the benefits offered by Efficiency
Maine,” stated Commissioner Reishus. “Geiger and White Rock are great examples of central
Maine companies that are leading by example.”

Efficiency Maine is a statewide program to promote the more efficient use of electricity, help
Maine residents and businesses reduce energy costs, and improve Maine's environment. Free
technical advice is available to businesses of all sizes, along with cash incentives up to $200,000
for qualifying equipment purchases. The program is funded by electricity consumers.

Geiger is a family-owned company. Some 500 employee associates at its Maine headquarters
and in 15 field sales offices provide service and support to 450 independent promotional
consultants and more than 50,000 customers. They use promotional products and related
services, to devise solutions to marketing, promotion and recognition challenges.

White Rock Distilleries is a leading manufacturer and importer of fine spirits and liqueurs. The
company operates a state-of-the-art facility on ten acres in Lewiston, Maine. With six bottling
lines, more than 150 brands and a capacity in excess of five million cases, the company looks
forward to continuing a 67-year track record of success.

More information about Efficiency Maine, qualifying equipment and how to participate is
available by calling toll-free, 1-866-376-2463 or online at http://www.efficiencymaine.com.
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